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WO summers ago,
a group of nine
people gathered in
Washington, D.C,, to
meet with members
of the Senate and the House of
Representatives. It’s common
for small groups to try to
convince officials to pass laws
that meet their interests. But
these weren’t your average
lobbyists. Most were missing
limbs or had huge scars and
bites marks. Each person had
survived a shark attack!
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Each year, sharks attack
about 60 people worldwide.
Only a few attacks are fatal
(see, “What Are the Odds?”
page 7). Often a shark attack is
a case of mistaken identity.
From below, surfers on their
boards resemble seals, a
common meal for a shark.

The shark-attack survivors
know that sharks usually do not
target humans. In fact, sharks
themselves are in trouble. Their
numbers have fallen sharply
over the past 40 years. So the

words to know
bycatch—fish accidentally
caught by fishermen who are
targeting other species

ecosystem—an environment
and the community of animals
supported by that environment

predator—an animal that hunts
other animals for food

plankton—tiny living things that
float in great numbers in salt or
fresh water

food web—an interconnected
system in which organisms eat
other organisms to obtain the
energy they need to survive
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